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Abstract

Regular dental visits is important. Early treating disease prevents damage that is difficult to reverse. Whether
the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 in Thailand affects dental visits or not, is of great interest. The purpose
of this study is to detect the prevalence and related factors of dental visits during pandemic of coronavirus disease
2019. This study was a cross-sectional descriptive study. Data were collected from volunteers who received services
at a university hospital, were of Thai race and nationality, and aged between 20-59 years. Using a questionnaire
consisting of 4 sections of questions: general information, attitudes and knowledge about oral health, awareness of
one’s own health problems and dental visits during the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019. Data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics. Related factors were analyzed using multiple logistic regression. Data collected from 378
service recipients, revealed that the prevalence of dental visits during pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 was
46.0 percent. Related factors were attitudes and oral health knowledge and oral problems that were necessary to
receive dental treatment. The group considering that going for a dental check-up and scaling is important was 2.38
times more likely to have dental visits during the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 compared to the group
reflecting that it is not important (95% CI = 1.19, 4.73). The group which worried about or scared of having dental
visits was 0.52 times less likely to have dental visits during the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 compared to
the group with no worries or fears (95% Cl = 0.29, 0.92). The group which wanted to cancel or postpone a dental
appointment was 0.35 times less likely to have dental visits during the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019
compared to the group which did not want to (95% Cl = 0.21, 0.60). The group with oral problems that needed
dental treatment was 2.70 times more likely to have dental visits during the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019
compared to the group with no oral problems (95% Cl = 1.66, 4.38). In conclusion, the prevalence of dental visits
during pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 was 46.0 percent. Related factors were attitudes and oral health

knowledge and oral problems that were necessary to receive dental treatment.
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Table 1 Data of predisposing characteristics (n=378)
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152911 1 FoyanadnvazdnmhbiiAnlse (F1uau 378 Au) (5a)
Table 1 Data of predisposing characteristics (n=378) (cont.)
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1524971 3 FoyatlosnauienTs (F1uIu 378 A)
Table 3 Data of need (n=378)
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Table 4 Related factors of dental visits during pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019
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Crude OR (95% ClI) Adjusted OR (95% Cl)
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a

4

1.00
1.33(0.59, 3.05)
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1.00
0.34 (0.22, 0.54)

1.00
0.27 (0.17, 0.41)

1.00
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1.28 (0.51, 3.21)
2.38 (1.19, 4.73)*

1.00
0.52(0.29, 0.92)*

1.00
0.35(0.21, 0.60)*

1.00
2.70 (1.66, 4.38)*

OR = Odds ratio, 95% Cl = 95% Confidence Interval, *TultaAgyn19ads (p-value < 0.05)
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